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Understanding Fly Fishing Tippets

By Bab Mallard

While restocking my Fly Ve
anmd vl ot H'_‘l]:: 1A g paralion lar
«5‘rri|1;: st sweek, | realored Juesd hw
complex the world of Fly Fishing
tippet material had become. As one
of the most important components
in regard o a properly ngged Fly
Fishing ouifit, | am surprised that
soume anglers still view tippet mate-
rial as a commodity produect [1e,,
many anglers bay whatever s avail-
able or whatever is the cheapest),

Tippet material can be used
o extend the life of your leader by
allowing the angler to replace what
is cut off retying flies or broken of f
on fish or snags. In addition, the
Myfisherman can use tippet mate-
rial po “Tune” a leader (lengthen,

shorten, etc.) while many anglers
ase tippet materal to construct cus-
tom leaders to meet their specific
needs and personal preferences.
Lastly, tippet material is beimg used
more and more to rig droppers
when fishing muoltiple fly rgs.
With all of the variations of
Tippet Material avaikable in today’s
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Examples of Monofilameént Tippet Material:
__ STREMGTH
BAAKT: MODEL TYPE ax | =m | x|
(R | FLDORCELEE LS | 3 GRW FLUDHOCARBON | 7008 | 600w | e
| RiCk POWWERFLEX CCPCLYMER [ AET M EY -
DHYS BUPER STROHG COPOLTMER CREE"REL 3
UMPCIL | STANGARD POLTMAER 008 | Alw | Aow
URPCAM | DECEWER "TGEN FLUDHOCAREON | 5008 | 4008 | 2008
RID FLURCRF LIEK "TEEEN FLUCROCARBCS | 5008 | 4008 | A0
oAVE | WRAGE TGN L UCHOCARGEON | A e | a8 | 3 now
MAKIW | CHAMELEDN AL VMER 400w | 3008 | oo

market, it is important that the
Flyfisherman has a complete under-
slanding of the types of tippet ma-
tenial and how to best use them. Un-
derstanding this will make any &n-
gler maore successfiul as a result of
miore fish hooked and fewer fish
lost. In osder to gain a berber wi-
derstanding in regard o Hppet imna-
terials, there are a few terms and

concepts that the angler should be
Fumialiar with:

Monofilament - A geaeric
ferm Feferring fo a confingous
single-sirand material (all polymer,
copolymer and fluorocarbon Hppet
material s considered monafila-
ment), Polymer- A generic (e, ot
Just for tppers) term referring toa
“Syntheric™ marerial such asz
Dacron, Rayor, Nylon, etc (Maos
fippet material referred toas " Paly-
mer” are made of Nvlon ),

Copolymer (Co-Polymer) - A
fterm referring fo a “Symthetic”
material made up of muliiple Poly-
meers [ Most fipper mterials referred
L ai “Copolvimers™ are made up
J.!,I" Nylon, ome orF more additfomsl
polvmers and some sort of progr
clary resin .

Fluorocarbon - A lerm refer-
Fing fo fipped material made af
P..u'.l.'.'1'.u\'.|'1..|'|;ur.r.|'.'.|rlr.i.|."4' FEVIRrE ]

Tippet hize ("X Rating) - A
dletigrarion r.lt'-l'lu'.'n'n.rl'r- rl'llfflc':' -
rerial based on rhe digmeter

X = 00", IX=.000%, 2X=(K",
TN = (8", SX= 07" 5X= (6"
OX= 005", FX=0" EX=(KF"
el )
NFEA (Fmternafional Crame
Fish Associaiion) - A desipnation
assigred o o mppel material stars
img thar the “Streaprh ™ [ Pownd Test
Rating ) has been certifted for fowr-
e fishing (lppet materiol that
does nor say GFA has been
reted for strength by the manu-
Jacturer only ),

For the purpose of this ar-
ticle we will focus on the three
most commonly uwsed types of
tippet material, e, Polymers,
Copolymers and Fluorocarbons,
Hovwever, 18 15 imiportand fo noe
that there are tippet matenals
made of single-strand steel,
multi-strand steel (coaed and
uncoated), etc,, that are desgred
for special conditions (“toothy™
prey, eic.)

Ax nobed above, the ma-
Jority af Polymer ippel mabenal
is madbe of nylon. Nylon tipped
maderial is sometimes refemed o
as “Hard Mybon™ (usaally asso-
ciated with Saltwater fishing) or
“Soft Mylon™ (general useh, Mylon
tippet is best known for its ability
o turn over large flies (due to its
stiffness) and superior abrasion re-
sistance, However, many Polymers
have a low “Strength-to-Diameter”
rali {refer 1o table above), Poly-
mers are best suited for situations
where abrasion resistance is impor-
tant (“toothy™ prey, rocky areas,
ete.), diameter is not critical (the
fish are noi “Leader Shy™), large
flies are used, or heavy winds are
present. As such, Polymers are
popular with Saltwater, Salmon, and
Warmwater anglers as well ad wrout
anglers casting large flies (Hoppers,
Stonefles, thagﬂ'ﬂiu.ﬂh; ]1_1r|!-|'\.h-
ing in windy areas,

E'nrrnl_:, mer lppet matersal 15
besi knoan for ils suppleness, elon-
gation characteristics {stretch ) and
beiter ihan average “Sirengih-to-
Driamewer” ratin, Copolymers do
ol lave the abrasion resisiance of
]:hc:-|_1_,'||1|,':r\. Howeever, some |‘.'-.'|-|‘H.||'_'.'-
mers such as Bio PowerFlex have
proprieiary c:ullili__s.:\. Lo I mprove

abrasion-resistance. Copolymers
are best suited for silvations where
abrasion resistance is nof critical
(spnng Creeks, Lakes and Ponds,
el ), dhameter is cratical ("Leader
Shiy™ fish), and presentation is im-
portant (slack line, dead drfis, ete.)
As such, Copolymers are popular
with troul anglers whom use small
b miedium size fMies in water where
light tippets are requaired for large
fish. Also nole that most Copoly-
mers {and Polymers) have a low
density and as such float longer than
sofme other Lppetl materials (pre-
venting the fy from being dragped
undler),

Fluorocarton tippet maierial,
the newest entry to the market, is
best krwwn for being msch bess vis-
ibde in water than other materials
due io iis hyw refractory index (1.42
va, 1.62 lor nylon), In addition,
Flupsocarbon has good abrasion-re-
sistance, UV-resistance, better than
average knod strengih, and in the
case of 2 Generation Fluorocar-
bons (Rio Fluoroflex Plus, elc), &
Strength-to-Diamseter ratio that ex-
ceeds most other matemals. How-
eveer, mast Fluomcarbons often cost
more than twice as much n% P-l'!l|],'-
mers and Copolymers. Fluopocar-
bons are best suited for sitwations
where visibiliny (or lack of) i3 criti-
cal. As such, Fluorocarbons have
become popular with sernious
Mymph fisherman and anglers
whom use Wet Flies, Buggers and

Lastly, here are some impor-
tani tips in regard to the proper use
|.'l|'1|[!-|'h‘l miatenal:

Always use a “Diamener”™
(X" Rating) vs, “Strength™ (# Test
Rating) reductson between sections
of leaderftippet to ensure proper
roll-over.

Be aware of major differences
in Strengih-to-Diameter ratios be-
tween types and brands of tppet
material to ensure that ihe break-
podmt a5 in the lowest section of the
leader.

Whilke it is OK to do “double
jurnps™ (more than one “X'') when
waorking with tippet material be-
pween OX and 32X (00X 1o 2X, 1X 1o
XD 0 is not a good idea to jump
e Chan two 20" (00X 1o 3X) from
o section to the next (it negatively
impacts roll-over and knot-
strength).

While working with tippet
material between 4X and 8X, it is
miod adwisable (0 jump more than one
X from one section 10 the nexi.

Thi lest section of 1ippet
(closest wo fly) should be between 2
and 4 feet (3 feet is wdeal for most
conditions ).

Always wet your knots before
l:ghn.'mnt': thiem (ensurés thal thene
is mo slack which when tightened
quickly could cause breakage).

When using Fluosocarbon, it
is best to attach it w a Polymer (or
Fluorecarbon) section of leadenfip=
pet {Flusrocarbon is very hard and

Streamers in clear water for leader  can damage softer Copolymers),
shy fish. Also note that Fluorocar-
bon has a higher densaty than Paly-
mers and Copolymens (1.72-1,76
va. 1. 15 for nylon) and as such sink
faster than other msenals making
them a pood cholce for dropper fish- Bob Mallard ix the owner of
ing and in cerlain circumstances  Kemnebec River Ourfirters in Madi-
(wheere the appearance of the leader  som.
on the sarface spooks fish) dry flies.

Below iz a grid identifying the best choices for specific angling
conditions: _
e . e

W TR o @- wm'_.ﬂ:ﬁﬂel_rwn::_ﬂ
| Troe ) Sl i blgdsm Dyfoess | Copolyet | Ssppiarmns, Sitrangth-ic-Cearreter Fortsy
| Tooet /L. I— | Sofineaa, Econdmecdl _

Titnal J Slnisirsard Abrmmar-Hreatnsce SEfeeas Eooromeosl
| Triesd TSiraarmers (LiraeSihy Fih] | Floomooaitan | |ow vesbebly, AbvusirAesslance
| Tread J Mgrrgh - Fhotrocatan | | oWty b Haataore

Teead ¢ Deogppesrs . | Fleomomdn | Low Wasbdily, Siskae

Keep the letters &
pictures coming!
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